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This house was built in 1935,
Was built s passive.
Compare active and passive:

somebody built this house in 1935, (actire)
el fecr abject

This house was built in 1935, (passive
Fudijact

When we use an active verb, we say what the subject does:
0 My grandfather was a builder. He built this house in 1935.
0 Irs a big company. It employs two hundred people.

When we use a passive verb, we say what bappens to the subject:
0 This house is quite old. It was built in 1935,
7 Two hundred people are employed by the company.

When we use the passive, who or what causes the action 1s often unknown or ummportant:
2 A lor of money was stolen in the robbery. (somebody stole i, but we don't know who)

| Is this room cleaned every day? (does somebody clean it - it's not important who)

If we want to say who does or what causes the acrion, we use by ... !
2 This house was built by my grandfather,
0 Two hundred people are employed by the company,

The passive is be (isfwas etc.) + past participle (done/cleaned/seen etc.):
(be) dome  (be) cleaned  (be] damaged (be) buile  (be) seen etc.

For irregular past parniciples (done/seen/known etc.), see Appendix 1.

Study the active and passive forms of the present simple and pase simple:

Present simple
active:  clean(s) / see(s) erc. Somebody cleans this room  every dav

passive: amfisfare + cleaned/seen erc. This room  is cleaned everv dav.

0 Many accidents are caused by careless driving.
01 I'm nat often invited to parnes.
01 Hawe is this word pronounced ?

Past simple
active:  cleaned/saw erc, Somebody cleaned  this room  vesterday.

passive: waslwere = cleaned/seen erc. This room  was cleaned vesterday.
O We were woken up by a loud noise during the night.

r *Ihd vou po ro the parry?’ ‘Mo, | wasa't invited.”
O How much money was stolen in the robbery?
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Exercises

Unit 42

42.1 Complete the sentences using ane of these verbs in the correct form, present or past:

CRuse damage hold invite make
overtake  show surround translate  write
1 Many accidents .. &€ dused by dangerous driving.
T from milk.
3 The roof of the building .. g in a storm a few davs ago.
e {1 P A rc-r'he wedding. Why didn’t vou go?
5 A cinema is a place -.\het'e 1T .
 In the United States, elections for president - ... every four years.
7 Onginally the book . i 1T Spanish. and a few years ago it
T o P into anllsh
8 J|;!t|||3u.lgl"| we were dn-. INE qUIte FASE WE o by a lot of other cars.
9 You can’t see the house from the road. It _.__.. by trees.

42.2 Write questions using the passive. Some are presént and some are past.

1 Ask abour glass. (how /make?) _How is glass made! =
2 Ask abour television, (when f invent?) i i el e
1 Ask aboutr mountains, (how { form?] _ e : R B L e e e
4 Ask about Pluto (the plaset). (when f dm:mer-'] ..... i
5 Ask abour silver, (what f use fOr?) s ” i

42.3 Put the verb into the correct form, present simple or past simple, active or passive.

I It's a big factory. Five hundred people . &€ emploued  (emplov) there.

2 Dud somebodu clean | (somebody / clean) this room yesterday?

3 ‘Iatcr R . {cover) most of the carth’s surface,

4 How mu:.h r:.'ri' :h: earth's surface o . {cover) by water?

5§ The park gares ... e |1ac|:!| at b. 3-1] p.m. every evening.

6 The lemer ..o oo (poast) @ week ago and it {arrive) yesterday.

7 The boat hut a rock and ... ... (sink)quickly. Forrunately everybody
i i et | T L |

8 Richard’s parenrs e (i€} when he was very young. He and his sister
(s R ; lhrmg upl by their grandparents.

9 1was bom in London, but I i {grow up) in Canada.

10 While [ was on holidav. my camera _ . . . . (steal) from my hotel room.

11 While [ was on holidav, mv camera . AT RN STy . (disappear) from my hotel room.

12 Why .. T |$ue .f rfslgnl I"ram hE: joh? Didn't she enjoy it?

13 "ﬁ"hg.- ........ e e P iBill / sack) from his job? Whar did he do wrong?

14 The company is not independent, It ... . ... .. ... (own) by a much larger company,
15 1 saw an accident last night, Somebody . .. .o (call) an ambulance but nobady

{injared, so the ambulanee . . ..

{not f need).

{ g e S S I ki . (these phorographs / rake)? In London?

bt i 1vou fmkt} I.'ht.l‘n or aﬂmrbﬂd} else?
17 ':nnmerlmes it qum:- noisy living here, but it's not a problem for me -

| S N L S SR inot / hother) by ir.

42.4 Rewrite these sentences, Instead of using somebody, they, people ele, write a passive sentence,

1 Somebody cleans the room every day, The_room s cleaned every day.
2 They cancelled all flights because of fog. AII ................... .

3 People don't use this road much. .. e T o

4 Somebody accused me of stealing money. [ A

5 How do people learn languages? How R SEIC T
6 Somebody warned us not to go out alone, . o S




Passive 2 (be done / been done / ¢
being done)

Study the following active and passive forms:

Infintitive
active;  (ro) dofclean/see erc.

Somebodv will clean the room  larer.

—l
passive: (to) be + donelcleaned/seen erc. The room  will be deaned later.
O The situation 15 serious. Something must be done before it’s too late,
O A mystery is something that can't be explained.
7 The music was very loud and could be heard from a long way away,
O A new supermarker is going 1o be built nexr vear,
O Please go away. [ want to be left alone.
m Perfect infinitive
active:  (to) have + done/cleaned/seen erc. Somebody should have cleaned the room .

passive: (o) have been + donelcleaned/seen erc.  The room  should have been cleaned.

0 | haven't received the letrer ver. It might have been sent to the wrong address.
O If you hadn't left the car unlocked, it wouldn't have been stolen.
0 There were some problems ar Arst, but they seem to have been solved.

C
_ Present perfect

active: havethas + done erc. The room looks nice. Somebody has cleaned 3 .

passive: havelhas been + done erc. The room looks nice. It has been cleaned.

0 Hawe you heard? The concert has been cancelled.

O Have vou ever been bitten by a dog?
O *Are you going to the party?”  *No, | haven't been invited.”

Paszt perfecr

active: had + done etc, The room locked nice. Somebody had ¢leaned ie . |

passive: had been + done erc, The roem locked nice, It had been cleaned.

The vegerables didn’t taste very good. Thev had been cooked too long.
0 The car was three years old but hadnt been used very much.

m Fresent continnos

active:  amfisfare + (dojing Somebody is cleaning the room  ar the moment.

passie:  amfis/are + being (done) The room  is being cleaned ar the moment.

1| There's somebody walking behind us. I chink we are being followed.
O fin g shop) *Can 1 help you?” *No, thank vou. I'm being served.’

FPast continnons

active: was/were + (do)ing Somebody was cleaning the room  when 1 arrived.

passive:  was/were + being (done) The room  was being cleaned when I arrived.

T There was somebody walking behind us. We were being followed.
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Exercises Unit 43

43.1 What do these words mean? Use it can ... or it can't ... . Use a dictionary if necessary.
If something 1s

1 washable, £ 2on be washed 4 unusable, —
2 unbreakable, it ..o i w o IR s i s e i
3wl sy O ORI i N §

43.2 Complete these sentences with the following verbs (in the correct form):
arrest  carry  cause #e  make repair  semd  spend  wake up
Sometimes you need have (might have, should have ete.).

1 The situation is serious, Something must B2 _42M€  before ir's too larte.

2 1 haven't received the lecter. It mighe ._Nave been sent  ro the wrong address.

3 COREIRLAI WML TUIE < iiimmiri S until the next meering.

4 Do vou think that more money should .. ... il on education?

5 This road is in very bad condivon. Ieshould . . . . alongtimeago.

& The injured man couldn't walk and had ©0 i

7 It%s not certain how the fire started, bur wmight . . by an
electrical fault.

8 1rald the horel receptiomse [ wanted 1o e ar 6.30 the next morning.

% If you hadn't pushed the policeman, you wouldn't o . PP e VAT iy

431.3 Rewrite these sentences. Instead of using somebody or they etc., write a passive sentence.

1 Somebody has cleaned the room. _The roem bhas been cledned,
2 They have postponed the meeting. The ... i
3 Somebody is using the compurer at the moment.
TRECEMPRIEE o e s s R
4 1 didn't realise thar somebody was recording our conversation,
Edidn’e: realise thar i s ponia B s i e DU i e
5 When we gor to the stadium, we found that thev had cancelled th{' g,amr.,
When we got to the stadium, we found that .. He—_—————————

6 They are building a new ring road round the city.

Thﬂ have builr a new hn;plml near l:hf airporr.

43.4 Make sentences from the words in brackets. Sometimes the verb is active, sometimes passive.

1 There's somebody behind us. (I think / we / follow) .| thuk were beng followed.

2 This room looks different. (vou / paint / the walls?) . H&YE you paunted | the walls?
3 My car has disappeared. (/4 SIEAN) I8 i ottt
4 My umbrella has disappeared. (somebody [ take) Somebody T
5 Sam gers a higher salary now. (he /promote) He . = N
& Ann can't use her office at the moment. (it / redecorare) Ir . =

" The phomocopier broke down vesterday, bur now it's OK. (it / work / again ; it / repair)
I . —_ B —— It . N— S
8 When [ went into the room, I saw th.at the table and chairs were not in the same place,
[the furniture / move) The oo - Ll
9 The man next door disappeared six rmmhs agn [he i' not .1’ see .1' since rhenl
T
10 | wonder how j:me is these days. (1/ not / see / for ages)
B i e s e o A S i .
11 A triend of mine was mugged on his way home a few nights ago. (you / ever / mug?)

— Additional exercises 22-24 [pages 314-15)



